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Embracing Discovery and Settlement of the Shenan- 
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PIONEER PERIOD 

CHAPTER I .  

SETTLEMENT O F  SHENANDOAH A N D  ROANOKE VALLEYB. 

Events that seem of little importance a t  the time of their 
occurrence are sometimes followed by consequences of such magni- 
tude as to greatly affect the character and material welfare of a 
nation. The giscovery of the Shenandoah Valley by Governor 
Spottswood was an event of this kind. His expedition across the 
Blue Ridge, so far as he was concerned, was executed for purely 
military and commercial purposes. I t  was certainly nothing more 
than a pleasure-seeking excursion on the part of Robert Beverly, 
Colonel Robertson, and the other Virginia gentlemen who accom- 
panied tlie governor, judging from the account of tlie expedition 
related by John Fontaine in his diary. The handsome jewel Spotts- 
wood gave to each member of his illustrious Order of "Knights of 
the Goldcn Horseshoe," bore the inscription: "Sic juvat  trans- 

cendere montes," which translated means: "Thus it is a pleasure 
to cross the mountains." 

When Spottswood buried a bottle on the bank of the beautiful 
Shenandoah, with a paper in the bottle declaring that tlle river and 
newly dis~wvered territory were the possessions of King George I., 
neither tlie governor nor any one of his gallant companions took 
thought that the seed of European civilization was being planted in 
the strange, vast wilderness lying beyond the Blue Ridge Mountains. 
Nor could they foresee that this seed of civilization would quickly 
germinate, and its rich harvest be scattered broadcast, northward 
to the lakes, and westward until it reachcd tlie distant shores of 
the great "salt sea," which the London Company ordered Captain 
Sewport to seek and find. Spottsnood's expedition was the fore- 
runner of the pioneer movement that brought the first settlers to tlle 
Clinch Valley and all parts of Soutliwest Virginia. Writing about 
this wonderful wvestern movement. l:iske, the delightful historian, 
says: 

"This development occurred in a way even far-seeing men could 
not Iiave predicted. I t  introduced into Virginia a new set of people, 
new forms of religion, new habits of life. I t  affected all the 

(155) 
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colonies soutli of Pennsylvania most profoundly, and did more than 
anything else to determine tlie character of a11 the states afterwards 
founded west of the Alleghanies and soutl~ of the latitude of middle 
Illinois. Until recent years, little lies been written about the com- 
ing of tlie so-called Scotcli-Iris11 to America, and yet it is an event 
of scarc.ely less importance than tlie exodus of English Puritans to 
New Kngland and tliat of Englisli Cavaliers to Virginia. I t  is 
impossible to understand tlir drift which American Iiistory, social 
and political, lias taken since tlie time of Andrew Jackson, without 
studying the early life of tlir Scotch-Irish pop~llation of the Alle- 
gliany regions, tlie pioncArrs of tlie American backwcn~ds. I .do not 
mean to be understood as saying that tlie wliole of that population 
at tlie time of our Revolutionary War was Scotch-Irish, for there 
was a considerable German element in it, besides an infusion of 
English moving inward from the coast. But the Scotch-Irish ele- 
ment was more numerous and far more important than all the 
others." 

A very large portion of tlie pioneer settlers in Tasewell were 
of tlie Scotcll-Irish blood, therefore it is proper to inquire a t  tliis 
stage of my work: Who were tliese peculiar people, with a com- 
pound name, and from whence did they come? Fiske very con- 
cisely and splendidly gives the desired information by saying: 

"The answer carries us back to the year 1611, when James I. 
began peopling Ulster with colonists from Scotland and the north 
of England. The plan was to put into Ireland a Protestant 
pol~~ilation that might ultimately oiitnumber the Catliolics and 
become the controlling element in the country. Tlie settlers were 
picked men and women of the most excellent sort. By tlie middle 
of tlie seventeenth century there were 300.000 of them in Ulster. 
That province lied been the most neglected part  of the island, a 
tvilderness of bogs and fens; they transformed it into a garden. 
Tliey also established manufactures of woolens and linens wliicli 
liave ever since been farnous tlirougliout the world. By the begin- 
ning of tlie eigliteentl~ century tlieir numbers Iiad risen to nearly 
a million. Their social condition was not tliat of peasants; they 
were intelligent yeomanry and artisans. In  a cior~iment signed 
in 17 18 1)y a miscellaneous group of 819 men, only 13 made tlieir 
mark, n l~ i l e  806 wrote tlieir names in full. So t l~ ing  like tliat 
cbould liave happened a t  tliat time in any otlier part of the British 
Empire, Iiardly even in New England. 
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"Wlien tliese people began coming to America, tliose families 
that had been longest in Ireland had dwelt there but for three 
generations, and confusion of mind seems to lurk in any nomencla- 
ture which couples tliem with the true Irisli. On the other hand, 
since love laughs a t  fends and schisms, intermarriages between 
the colonists of Ulster and the native Irish were by no means 
unusual, and instances occur of Xlurpliys and hfachlanuses of 
Presbyterian faith. I t  was common in Ulster to allude to Presby- 
terians as Scotch, to Roman Catholics as Irish, and to members 
of the English Church as Protestants, without much reference to 
pedigree. From this point of view the term 'Scotch-Irisli' may 
be defensible, provided we do not let it conceal tlie fact that the 
people to whom it is applied are for the most part Lowland Scotch 
Presbyterians, very sliglltly hibcrnicized in blood." 

In  1698 the English manufacturers became very jealous of the 
successful Scotcll-Irisli manufacturers in Ulster, and secured from 
Parliament legislation tliat inflicted such damage to the Irish linen 
and woolen industries tliat they had to discliarge many of their 
skilled workmen, wlro suffered grierouvlp from lack of employ- 
ment. And about tlie same timr the Rnglisli Cliurcll inaugurated 
disgraceful persecutions apninst all Protestants who dissented to 
the doctrines of tlic Rsta1)lisllrd C l ~ r ~ r c l ~ .  Similar perseciitions 
were being used in Virginia and wt-re vontinued for a ninnber of 
years. The Presbyteriafis wcrc not permitted to have scllools. 
tlieir ministers were not alloacd to perform the marriage cere- 
mony; and if any persons liatl tlic courage to violatc. the law, tlic 
marriage was dcclared invalid. Tliey were also denird the riglit to 
llold any office I~ighrr tlian constable. There were other despotic 
and foolisli enactments tiiat were a d i s~race  to tlie Britisli Govern- 
ment. Oppressions were heaped upon the Scotcli-Irisli in Ulster 
until they became unendurable; and they began to emigrate to 
America in large numbers about tlie time Slmttswood made his 
famous exploration of t l ~ c  Shenandoall Valley. This tide of 
emigration from U1stt.r continued to flow to America until tlie 
Toleration Act for Irc.land was enacted by Parliament in 1782. I t  
is known that during one week in 1727 six ship-loads of emigrants 
from Ulster were landed at Philadelphia; and that in the two 
years 1783 and 1734 as many as 30,000 came over to America, 
seeking religious and political freedom. From carefully prepared 
estimates it is also known tliat between tlie years 1730 and 1770-8 
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period of forty years-half a million of the Scotch-Irish left 
Ulster and made their future homes among the American colonies. 
Most of them located in Pennsylvania, where they were given 
grants of land in the western mountain sections for the purpose of 
thus making them a strong defence of the frontier against Indian 
invasion of the older settlements, as well as against the French. 

The "Knights of the Golden Horseshoe", after their return 
to Williamsburg from the famous exploring expedition, were loud 
in their praises of the country beyond the mountains. They spoke 
in the most glowing terms of its scenic beauty, its fertile soil, and 
the abundance of big game. Their brilliant descriptions, however, 
did not induce any of the Virginians then living east of the Blue 
Ridge to migrate to the Valley, and take the risks and endure the 
hardships of pioneers. They preferred to live in safety, and to 
enjoy the luxury that had been built upon indentured servitude 
and slavery. Thus was the honor of bringing this magnificent 
section of America to a I1ig11 state of civilization given to a hardier 
and more intelligent class of men. who came from Ulster and 
Germany, via Pennsylvania and Maryland. 

The Genernl Assembly of Virginia a t  a session "Begun and 
holden in the Capitol in the City of Williamsburg on the second 
day of November 1720" passed an act to erect a county to be 
called Spttsylvnnia in honor of Governor Spottswood. The pre- 
amble of the bill stated: "That the frontiers towards the high 
mountains are exposed to danger from the Indians and the late 
settlements of the French to the westward of the said mountains." 
In  the enacting clause, the boundaries of the new county are thus 
given: "Spottsylvania County bounds, upon Snow Creek up to a 
mill, thence by a southwest line to the river North-Anna, thence 
up said river as far as convenient, and thence by a line to be run 
over the high mountains to the river on the North-west side thereof, 
so as to include the northern passage thro' the said mountains, 
thence down the said river until it comes against the head of the 
Rappahannock; thence by a line to the head of Rappahannock 
river; and down that river to the mouth of Snow Creek; which 
tract of land from the first of hfay, 1721, shall become a county 
by the name of Spottsylvania County." 

The preamble of the act discloses the primary purpose for the 
creation of the new county. I t  was another invitation to bold 
spirits to cross the Blue Ridge Mountains and establish homea 
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and build forts, as did the pioneer settlers of the Clinch Valley; 
and erect a strong barrier against the Indians who had previously 
been making bloody attacks upon the frontier settlements east of 
the mountains. The Virginia colonists did not respond to this 
second invitation, following Spottswood's discovery of the Valley; 
and no settlements were made there until more than ten years 
after Spottsylvania County was formed. I t  appears that the 
entire Valley between the Blue Ridge and the Alleghany Moun- 
tains was uninhabited. The aborigines had, though different tribes 
asserted claim to the territory, set it apart as a hunting ground, 
just as they had done with all the territory in Virginia west of 
New River and south of the Ohio. Therefore it became a highway 
for war parties of hostile tribes as they traveled either north or 
south to make war on their enemies. The Shawnees, who had 
settled at  the present site of Winchester, Virginia, after their 
expulsion from South Carolina by the Cherokees in 1690, had 
joined their kindred either in Pennsylvania or in the Ohio Valley. 
This is indicated by the fact that the first settlement made in 
Virginia west of the Blue Ridge was at  or near Winchester. Hunters 
and small exploring parties had, possibly, visited the Valley but 
no settlements were made there until 1782. 

Several local his tor im state, as a fact, that before any settle- 
ments were made in the Shenandoah Valley, John Marlin, a 
p6dlar, and John S a m ,  a weaver, started out from Winchester 
to explore the upper country. Waddell, in his Annals of Augusta 
County, fixes the date of the Marlin-Salling exploration at  about 
the year 1726. They traveled up the valley of the Shenandoali 
to the divide which separates that valley from the James River 
Valley, and journeyed on until they reached the Roanoke River. 
There they were discovered and surprised by a hunting party of 
Cherokee Indians, possibly, about the "Great Lick," where the 
city of Roanoke is now located. Salling was captured by the 
Indians, but hlarlin escaped. Salling's experience as a captive 
was about as thrilling as that of Thomas Ingles, who was captured 
by the Shawnees at  Draper's Meadows in 1756, and James Moore, 
who was captured by a band of the same tribe in Abb's Valley in 
1784. Salling was taken by the Cherokees to one of their towns 
in Tennessee. While on a hunting expedition in Kentucky with a 
party of the Cherokees he was captured by a band of Illinois 
Indians, and was taken to Kaskaskia, where he was adopted into 
the family of an Indian squaw who had lost a son in battle. The 
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Illinois Indians sold liim to Spanish traders who wanted to use 
liim as an interpreter. They took him to Canada, where he was 
purchased from the Spaniards by the French governor, and was 
sent by him to the Dutch settlement a t  New York. From New 
York he made his way to Williamsburg, and from thence to Win- 
chester, arriving there after an absence of six years. 

I n  1730, John and Isaac Vanmeter, who were German Hugue- 
nots, dnd then located in Pennsylvania, procured from Governor 
Gooch, of Virginia, a grant for 40,000 acres of land to be located 
in the lower Valley and within the present boundaries of Frederick 
County, Virginia, and Jefferson County, West Virginia. The Van- 
meters sold, in 1731, their warrant for the 40,000 acres to Joist 
Hite, also of Pennsylvania. H e  began to survey and locate valuable 
tracts of land, and offered extraordinary inducements to immigrants 
to settle upon tlie lands. But the strongest inducement was the  
removal of his own family from Pennsylvania to the Valley. He 
settled with his family, in 1732, a few miles south of where Win- 
chester is now located; and this is supposed to be the first per- 
manent settlement made by a white man in the splendid Valley of 
Virginia. Waddell says: 

"Popi~lation soon flowed in to take possession of the rich lands 
offered by Hite;  but a controversy speedily arose in regard to the 
prol~rietor's title. Lord Fairfax claimed Hite's lands as a par t  
of his grant of the 'Nortl~ern Neck.' Fairfax entered a caveat 

against Hite, in 1786, and tliereupon Hite brought suit against 
Fairfax. This suit was not finally decided till 1786, long after the 
death of all tlic original parties, when judgment was rendered i n  
favor of Hite and his vendecs. The dispute between Fairfax and 
Hite retarded tlie settlenlent of that part of the Valley, and induced 
immigrants to push their way up the Sl~enandoali River to regions 
not implicated in sucli contro\.ersies." 

Abo~it tlic yrar 1732 .Jolrn Ixwis, wliose descendants after- 
wards figured so c~onspicwo~~sly in tlre affairs of Virginia, settled 
in tlie Slrenandoah Vallry. I.oc~aI I~istorians designate him as the  
first white srttlt*r ill that region. H e  became acquainted with John 
Salling sliortly af t r r  the lattrr returned to 'C\'inrl~ester from cap- 
tivity; and was so pleasrd wit11 Sailing's desrription of the Upper 
Valley that Ile and John hfackey made a visit to the country under 
the guidance of Salling; and all three of these men determined t o  
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make their homes there. There was an abundance of fertile land 
with no one claiming ownersl~ip to any portion of it, and Lewis 
and his companions were free to choose what they wished. 

John Lewis was a native of the county of Donegal, Province of 
Ulster, Ireland, was of pure Scotch descent, and came to this coun- 
try from Portugal, first settling with his family in Pennsylvania. 
H e  had been forced to leave Ireland on account of killing an Iris11 
landlord from wliom lie had rented land. Tlie landlord was trying 
to evict Lewis from his holdings by force and shot into the house. 
killing a brother of Lewis and severely wounding his wife. Tliere- 
upon Lewis rushed out of tlie house, killed tlle Irish lord, and drove 
his retainers away. His conduct was fully justified by tlie authori- 
ties, but he thouglit it best to lcave the country. When he moved 
liis family to the Slienandoah Valley he brought with him tlrree 
sons, Thomas, Andrew and William; and a fourth son, Charles, 
was born at  the new home. Andrew commanded the Virginians at 
the battle of Point IJleasant, and won distinction as a general in 
the Revolutionary War. Charles commanded a regiment a t  Point 
Pleasant, and was killed in tlie engagement. I n  his Annals of 
Augusta county, Waddell says: "Concurrently with the settle- 
ment of Lewis, or immediately afterward, a flood of immigrants 
poured into the country. * * It is believed that all tlie 
earliest settlers came from Pennsylvania and up the Valley of the 
Shenandoah. I t  was several years before any settlers entered tlie 
Valley from the east, and through tlie gaps in the Blue Ridge." 
A large majority of the pioneer settlers of the Clinch Valley and 
of a11 Southwest Virginia were of the same stock as those who first 
came to the Shenandoali Valley. I n  fact, Pennsylvania and Mary- 
land furnished nearly all of them, but many located for a time in 
the Valley before coming here. 

These settlers were not by any means all of the Scotch-Irisli 
blood. There was a strong element of Germans among them, wlio 
sliared e q ~ ~ a l l y  wit11 tlie men from Iilster tlie glory of making 
the Shenandoali Valley and Soutliwrst Virginia two of tlie most 
notetl and deliglitful sections of tlie United States. Tlie Scotch 
and Ger~nan pioneer settlers were, alike, nlrn of great rrirrgy and 
dauntless courage; and filled with sue11 intense political and relig- 
ious convictions that t l~ey and tlieir descendants have made an 
indelible impressio~i upon the social, political and moral life of 
America. I'iskc, the Iiistorian, says: "Jefferson is often called tlie 
father of modern American democracy; in a certain sense the 

T.H.-11 
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Shenandoali Valley and adjacent Appalachian regions may be 
called its cradle. I n  that rude frontier society, life assumed many 
new aspects, old customs were forgotten, old distinctions abolished, 
social equality acquired even more importance than unchecked 
individualism. Tlie notions, sometimes crude and noxious, some- 
times just and wholesome, which characterized Jacksonian demo- 
cracy, flourished greatly on the frontier and have thence been 
propagated eastward through tlie older communities, affecting their 
legislation and their politics more or less according to frequency 
of contact and intercourse." This Jeffersonian democracy of the 
pioneer settlers of the Appalachian regions, including the Clinch 
Valley, was scattered by their descendants throughout the West 
and Northwest. And in the middle of the last century i t  was given 
added impulse by Abraham Lincoln, who is the only peer of Jeffer- 
son, as a leader and teacher of a pure democracy, the world has 
ever produced. 

I n  1734 an event occurred which greatly accelerated the west- 
ward movement. This was the creation of a new county to be 
taken from Spottsylvania. On the 20th of September of that 
year the General Assembly of Virginia passed an act for that end, 
and its provisions, in part, were as follows: 

"Whereas divers inconveniences attend the upper inhabitants of 
Spottsylvania county, by reason of their great distance from the 
courthouse, and other places usually appointed for public meetings, 
Be i t  therefore enacted, by the Lieutenant Governor, Council and 
Burgesses of this present General Assembly, and it is hereby 
enacted, by the autliority of the same, that from and immediately 
after the first day of January, now next ensuing, the said county 
of Spottsylvania be divided, by the dividing line, between the parish 
of St. George, and the parish of St.  hiark; and that that part  of the 
county, which is now tlie parish of St. George, remain, and be 
called, and known by the name of Spottsylvania county; and that 
all that territory of land adjoining to, and above the said line, 
bounden southerly by the line of Hanover coiinty, nortiierly by the 
grant of Lord Fairfax, and westerly by tlie utmost limits of Vir- 
ginia, be thenceforth erected into one distinct county and be called 
and known by the name of the county of Orange." The county 
seat was afterwards located a t  the site of the present Orange, Vir- 
ginia. 

That the intention of the act was to encourage settlements to 
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the westward of the Shenandoah, called in the act the "Sherrendo" 
river, is evidenced by the recital: "That a11 inhabitants that shall 
be settled there after the first day of January succeeding shall be 
free and exempt from the paiment of public, county, and parish 
levies by the space of three years, from thence next following." 

This act brought into existence the largest county that was ever 
established in the world. I n  fact, i t  was extensive enough in terri- 
tory to be called an empire, but had no white inhabitants, except 
the few settlers in the Shenandoah Valley and a few hundreds east 
of the Blue Ridge. I t s  bounds extended as far northerly and 
westerly as the utmost limits of Virginia. The charters given by 
James I. to the London Company fixed the northern limits a t  the 
Great Lakes and the western limits at.the Pacific Ocean. 

The British Government grew more restless as the French 
continued to push south from Canada with their forts and trading 
posts, locating them on Virginia territory; and the policy of advanc- 
ing the English settlements as far north and west and as rapidly 
as possible was adopted. In pursuance of this policy, first sug- 
gested by Governor Spottswood, the General Assembly of Virginia 
determined to erect two distinct counties west of the mountains, 
and to hold out stronger inducements for settlers to locate with 
their families in the unexplored and indefinite regions. On the 16th 
of December, 1738, an act was passed by the General Assembly for 
erecting two new counties west of the Blue Ridge, to be called 
Frederick, and Augusta, respectively. The title declared it to be: 
"An Act for erecting two new Counties, and Parishes, and granting 
certain encouragements to the inhabitants thereof ;" and the pre- 
amble declared that, "Whereas great numbers of people have set- 
tled themselves of late upon the rivers of Sherrendo, Cohongorton, 
and Opeckon, and the branches thereof, on the northwest of the 
Blue Ridge mountains, whereby the strength of this colony, and 
its security upon the frontiers, and his Majesty's revenue of quit- 
rents arc like to be much increased and augmented: For giving 
encouragement to such as shall think fit to settle there, Be i t  
enacted," etc. 

After outlining the bounds of the two counties, several impor- 
tant provisions were incorporated in the enacting clauses. One of 
these provided that the two new counties should remain attached 
to Orange County and Saint Mark's parish until i t  was made known 
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to the governor and council that there was "a sufficient number of 
inhabitants for appointing justices of the peace and other officers 
and erecting courts therein." The act also provided that the 
inhabitants should be exempted from "the payment of all public, 
county and parish levies for ten years." And i t  was further pro- 
vided that all levies and officers' fees could be paid "in money, or 
tobacco a t  three farthings per pound, without any deduction." 

The erection of these two counties confined the bounds of 
Orange County to a comparatively small area east of the Blue 
Ridge. As left by the act, which called Frederick and Augusta 
into existence, its territory was composed of the present counties 
of Orange, Culpeper, Rappahannock, Madison and Green. All 
the Virginia territory west of the Blue Ridge, except that portion 
of the Valley east of Rockingham and Page counties and a small 
part of the present State of West Virginia, constituted Augusta 
county. This made the extreme liniits of Augusta reach westward 
to the Pacific Ocean and nortl~ward to Canada. Tlrris did the 
entire Clincli Valley become a part of Augusta County. By the 
treaty of Paris, negotiated in 1763, tlie limits of Augusta were 
redriced so as to cm1)rac.c only tlie present State of Virginia west 
of the Blue Ridge, nrarly all of tlie present State of \Vest Virginia, 
all of Kmtncky. Ohio, Indiana and Illinois; and AIicliigan and 
Wisconsin: except the portions of these two states that lie west of 
the Mississippi. The county was riot regularly organized until 
1795. On Octobcr 30th of that year Governor Gooch issued "a 
Commission of the Peacc" to twenty-one citizens of the county. 
namely: James I'atton. John I,c.wis. .lohn Hrlclianan, George Robin- 
son, Peter Sclioll, .James Urll. Robcrt Campbell, John Brown, 
Robert l'oagr, Jolln I'ickrns. Tl~omas Lewis, Hug11 Thompson, 
Robert C~~nningham. John Tinla (Finley ?) Richard Woods, John 
Christian, Robert Craven, James Kcrr. Adam Llickinson, Andrew 
Pickens and John Andcrson. 

James Patton and ,John I3nct1anan, two of the men named in 
tliis Commission of the Peace. came from Ireland to the Shenan- 
doali Valley about 1735 or 1736, where they soon became leaders 
in the affairs of that region, and of Anplsta County after its organi- 
zation in 1745. A few years thereafter they became tlie leading 
spirits in tlie exploration and settlement of the Trans-Allegl~any 
regions. Patton was a seafaring man and had been a lieutenant in 
thc British navy, and was tlie son-in-law of Itenjamin Burden, the 
latter being thr agent of Lord Fairfax in tlie management of liis 
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great "Nortliern Neck" grant. Buclianan was a skillcd surveyor, 
and was tlie son-in-law of Colonel Patton. In  1745 Patton was 
mad: county lieutenarit and commander of the militia for Augusta 
County; and ti little later secured from the Crown a grant for 
lfL0.000 acres of land to be located in Virginia, west of the Alle- 
~ l i a n y  AIoiintains. H e  organized an rxpltwing and surveying expedi- 
tion in tlie spring of 1748 to locate lands under the grant. His 
party, in addition to Iiimself, con~isted of Colonel J o l ~ n  Bucltanan. 
Cl~arles Campbell, who was son-in-law of Colonel Buclianan; Ilr. 
Thomas Walker, James Wood, and an ample numbcr of l l~~nters ,  
chain-carriers, cooks, etc. They had pack-horses in sufficient niim- 
bers to carry provisions, ammunition and other things that were 
needed for a long journey and a protracted stay in the wilderness. 
The late Colonel Thomas L. Preston, a great-grandson of Charles 
Campbell, in his "Reminiscences of An Octogenarian," thus speaks 
of the four leading cl~aracters of the expedition: 

"Colonel Patton was about fifty-eiglit years old, of a tall and 
commanding figure and great physical strength and vigor. He 
was wealthy and well educated, and well fitted for tlie long and 
arduous expedition he planned. His party was also well chosen 
for the same purpose. John Buchanan (his son-in-law) was a 
surveyor, as was also Charles Campbell, both of whom had the 
spirit and courage of the early pioneers, with tlie physical attri- 
butes of strength and power of endurance. 

"Dr. Tl~omas Walker. born January 15, 1716, was thirty-tliree 
years old and in tlie prime of mnn!imd. H e  was richly endowed 
with every qualification for surli an expedition, mentally and plig- 
sically, and, as pl~ysician and surveyor, a great ac*ccssion to the 
party." 

The expedition started out from Colonel Patton's liome, near 
the present Waynesboro, Augusta C'olinty, where lie had a splmdid 
estate of 1,398 acres, wl~icli Iiad been a part of tlie liistoric "hianor 
Beverley" grant, and whiclt Patton had acquired from William 
Beverley for tlie sum of five sltillin~s (85y2 cents). 

I f  any diary or written record was madc of tlie movements and 
accomplishments of tliis expedition. it was not preserved; and, 
tlterefore, si1c.11 incidents as are of sufficient mom<-nt to 1)ecome 
written Ilistory Iiave to be collected from well autlirntiratcd tradi- 
tions. 'I'liis was not tlie first expedition tliat had c.rossed tlie Alle- 
gliany Moimtains in Virginia; but it was tlie first t l ~ a t  was followed 
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with practical results in the way of introducing settlers into the 
splendid section now known as Southwest Virginia. I t  is a well 
established historical fact that Major Abram Wood, who lived a t  
the falls of Appomattox River, where Petersburg, Virginia, is now 
situated, made a trip of exploration and discovery to the Upper 
New River Valley in 1664, and that tlie stream he then discovered 
was afterwards known as Wood's River. No written record was 
preserved of hfajor Wood's expedition but it is authenticated by 
traditions and circumstances as substantial, comparatively, as those 
connected with the expedition of Colonel Patton. Summers in his 
history of Southwest Virginia says: 

"It is reasonable to believe that Colonel Wood made this trip, 
and, to support this view, three circumstances may be mentioned. 
First, The House of Burgesses of Virginia had authorized Colonel 
Wood, along with others, in July of the preceding year to discover 
a new river of unknown land 'Where no English had ever been or 
discovered.' Secondly. A gap in the Blue Ridge, lying between 
the headwaters of Smith river, a branch of the Dan, in Patrick 
county, and of Little river, a branch of New.river, in Floyd county, 
is to this day called Wood's Gap. Thirdly. The present New 
river was known a t  first as Wood's river." 

There is but little doubt that hiajor Wood was hunting for a 
river west of the Blue Ridge that was believed to exist and flow 
into the Pacific Ocean, just as Captain Newport, in 1609, and 
Governor Spottswood, in 1716, had sought and expected to find 
such a stream. I n  1666 another exploring expedition visited the 
Upper New River Valley. I t  was composed of Captain Henry 
Batte, Thomas Wood and Robert Fallen. They acted under a com- 
mission issued by Governor Berkeley, had an Appon~attox Indian 
for a guide, and traveled on five liorses. On the 1st of September, 
1666, the expedition started from the falls of the Appomattox, as 
did that of hfajor Wood, twelve years previous. Captain Batte 
kept a journal, in which lie stated that tlie object of the expedition 
was "for ye finding out of tlie ebbing and flowing of ye waters 
behind the mountains in order to the discovery of the South Sea." 
Tlie Virginia colonists, even tlieir governors and other officials, still 
adhered to the belief that the Soutli Sea (the Pacitic Ocean) would 
be found a short distance nest of tlie Blue Ridge hIorintains. Batte 
and his companions failed. of course, to find the Soutli Sea, but 
they did re-discover New River. then known as Wood's River. 
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From their brief description of the country about where they came 
upon the river, historians have been unable to locate the exact, or 
approximately, correct point. I t  is possible that it was a t  or near 
the place now known as Austinville, in Wythe County, at  the Lead 
Mines. Batte says they found Indian fields with corn stalks in 
them. There was a heavy flood in New River in 1916, and the 
river overflowed the bottom lands doing great damage to crops 
along the shores for a hundred or more miles down the valley. At 
a point not far from Austinville, in a river bottom, a channel was 
cut by the flood, revealing an Indian graveyard and exposing a 
number of skeletons. Evidently there had been a Cherokee village 
in the locality, and hence the corn fields. Spottswood's expedition 
was not the first to cross the Blue Ridge, but it was the first to 
enter the Shenandoah Valley. I t  is also evident that Colonel Pat- 
ton's was not the first expedition to cross the Allegheny Mountains. 
but it was the first that crossed New River, and it was the first to 
enter the territory now embraced in Tazeaell County. 

I t  is claimed by local historians that many years previous to 
the Patton expedition that traders came from east of the mountains 
and visited the ~ h e r o k e e  towns in Tennessee. These traders em- 
ployed Indian guides, and transported their merchandise on pack- 
horses, traveling along the Holston Valley while going to and from 
the Cherokee country. Many hunters had also made hunting trips 
from the eastern part of Virginia to the Clinch Valley and Holston 
Valley previous to the visit of Colonel Patton and his company. 
They were attracted here by the great abundance of game, which 
they killed largely for their hides, furs then being very valuable 
for exportation to Europe. Among these hunters was one William 
Clinch, whose name was given to the great valley and the beautiful 
river that has its source in Tazewell County. 

But to return to Colonel Patton and his expedition, made in 
1748. After leaving his home in Augusta County, Patton traveled 
through Rockbridge County until he reached the James River Val- 
ley. Surveys had been madc some ten years previously of valuable 
tracts of land where the towns of Pattonsburg and Buchanan are 
now located. Pattonsburg was named in honor of Colonel Patton, 
and is on the north side of thc river in Rockbridge County. B u c b  
anan is on the south side of the James, directly opposite Pattons- 
burg. in Botrtourt County; and received its name from Colonel 
.John Buchanan. 'I'lirqe two towns arr among the oldest in Virginia, 
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not ten years younger than Richmond and Petersburg. Patton on 
tliis oc-casion also located lands in the Catawba Valley and a t  
Amsterdam in Botetourt County. From thence he went to the 
Roanoke Valley, and made surveys on Stroubles Creek, and located 
a large boundary a t  the present Blacksburg, which was first called 
Ilraper's Meadows and afterwards Smithfield. the latter name being 
given the place a t  the time Colonel William Preston became its 
owner. Leaving Draper's Meadows, the Patton party crossed 
New River a t  Ingles' Ferry, which is about a mile up the river 
from Radford, and traveled on toward the Holston River, or, as it 
was then known, Indian River, locating choice lands a t  different 
points on the route. A largc survey was made just south of Max 
hIeadows, in i\.Tytl~e County, and Colonel Patton named the tract 
"Anchor and Hope," and gave it to his daughter, who was the 
wife of Colonel Buchanan. A few years later Colonel Huclianan 
rnovecl from Pattonsburg, wlierc Ile liad pre~io~is ly  settled. and built 
Iiiniself a liorne near where the present "Anclior and Hope Chur~h"  
now stands. 

From "Anclior and Hope," Colonel Patton and his party made 
.their way to the Ireadwaters of the Middle Fork of Holston River. 
In  that locality a very finc boundary of land. consisting of 1,300 acres 
was surveyed and given the name of "Davis' Fancy." I t  was 
patented to .James Davis, \vho may possibly have gone tlicre wit11 
tlie Patton party. A large portion of this tract is now owned and 
occupied by George iV. Davis, great-great-grandson of James Davis. 
1;rom "Davis' Fancy." Colonel Patton led his party down the Hol- 
ston Valley to the beautiful country about the present Seven Mile 
I:ord, in Smytl~ County. IVliile camping a t  that place they were 
visitrd by Chsrlrs Sinclair, a liermit hunter, who had 1)riilt himself 
a cabin on tlw South 1:orli of I-Iolston River three milcs south of 
Seven Milt- Ford. Tlie Hon. 13. 1:. Brichanan, of Marion, Virginia, 
and wliose ariccstress was a sister of Colonel John Buchanan, Itad 
frequent interviews witli the late Colonel Thomas L. Preston; and 
from him lcarncd certain interesting facts that transpired after 
Sinclair joined the Patton party. As related by Colonel Preston 
to Mr. 13uchanan, they are substantially as follows: 

"Colonel Preston told me that on reaching some point on the 
Holston this exploring party was visited by a man named Sinclair, 
wl~o told tlie party that lie was wrll acquaintrcl witli tliis section of 
the country and kncw tlic bcst lands, as Iic Ilad Iirlntetl all over i t ;  
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that Ile was on friendly tern~s  with the Indians and could insure 
the party against attacks by them; and proposed to guide them and 
show them the choice lands, if they would make a survey and have 
the patent issued to him of a tract of land on the Soutl~ Pork of 
the Holston River, where he was located. This was agreed to, tlic 
survey was made, and a tract still known as St. Clairs Bottom, 
three miles south of Seven Mile Ford, was surveyed and afterwards 
patented to Sinclair." 

Colonel Preston, wlio was the great-grandson of Charles Camp- 
bell, one of the explorers in the party, stqted, from family traditions, 
what transpired after the expedition reached Cumberland Gap. H e  
said that: "On reaching the summit of the mountain where the three 
states of Virginia, Kentucky and Tennessee now join, they pitched 
their tents. and Patton, in gratitude for the princely grant which 
had been given him, named the mountain and river that rises along 
its western base for the Duke of Crimberland." The traditions ir. 
the Preston and Campbell families also held that when tlie Patton 
party returned from Cumberland Gap they were shown the choice 
lands on the Nortli Fork of Holston River in the present Smyth 
County, and were also conducted to Burke's Garden by the,hunter, 
Sinclair. These occurrences as related by Colonel Preston are 
substantially as follows: 

On the return of tlie party from Cumberland Gal), Sinrlair 
cvnducted it across Walker's hlor~ntain into Rirll Valley, by nay  of 
Saltville, where they located a tract of 330 acres of land, in the 
name of Charles Campbell and named it  the "Rnffalo 1,ick." They 
then traveled up the North Fork of Holston River, located the 
Taylor bottoms near and above the prescnt Broadford, which 
included "Campbells Choice," a bountlary of 1,400 acres of, pos- 
sibly, the finest land in Virginia. After surveying "Campbells 
Choice," tlie party went into and tlirorigh Locust Cove; and all of 
the Cove was located for Colonel John Buchanan. H e  gave this 
magnificent boundary, a l ~ i c - 1 1  is underlaid with the fincst gypsum 
on earth, to his sister, illartlia Huchanan, the wife of Captain John 
Buchanan. A few years later Captain Buchanen and his wife moved 
to the cove, and Archibald Uuclianan, a brother of tlie captain, 
also located in that vicinity. Tlie greater part  of "Locust Cove" 
is still owned and occupied by descendants of Captain Br~chanan ant1 
his wife, 3Iartlia; and practicoally all t l ~ c  13ucI1anans in Taxt-well 
and Smyth countics arc their tlcsccndants. 1:ro111 t l ~ c  Covc tlie party 
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made its way to Burke's Garden. According to Colonel Thomas L. 
Preston: "It  was late in the fall, and the next morning, after 
reaching the Garden, a heavy snow had fallen, and they determined 
to suspend their surveying until the next year. After cooking their 
breakfast, a man named Burke, who was with the party as an axman 
or chain-carrier, cleared away the place where their fire had been 
inade, and planted a lot of potato peelings, covering them lightly 
with brush. The following Spring or Summer, Patton and Buch- 
anan, accompanied by William Ingles, returned to survey lands, and 
found a large bed of potatoes where Burke had planted the peelings, 
and they gave it the name "Burke's Garden." Surveys were made 
in the Garden, and patents issued afterwards to William Inglca and 
to William Thompson, a son-in-law of Patton." 

There can be no question of the fact that Colonel Patton and 
his party were the first men who ever visited Burke's Garden with 
a view of locating land and preparing it for settlement by white 
men. But it is asserted and believed by many, who speak from 
tradition, that James Burke had previously made hunting trips to 
the Garden and had built and occupied a cabin on the farm now 
owned by Rufus Thompson. This matter of dispute, however, will 
be given more ample notice further on in this volume. 


