
CHAPTER 11. 

THE WAI.KER A N D  GIST EXL'EDITIONS. 

All the lands surveyed by the Patton expedition in 1748 were 
located under authority of the grant for 120,000 acres that Colonel 
Patton received from George 11. After returning to their homes 
in the east, Colonel JRIUCS Patton, Dr. Thomas Walker, and others, 
organized and inc.oryorated what was known as the "Loyal Com- 
pany;" and secured from the English Crown a grant for 800,000 
acres of land ro be lo<-ated north of the North Carolina line and west 
of the Allegliany Afouintai~ls. Dr. Walker was made agent for this 
company, on11 both lie and hls company played a conspicuous part 
in the early s d l l e ~ ~ e n t  as11 development of that portion of South- 
~vcst Virginia west of IGew River. The first land ever surveyed in 
Tazewell County, so far as existing records show, was under the 
800,000 arrc grant to the Loyal Company. On October l4th, 1760, 
a tract containing 650 acres, located a t  "Crabapple Orchard, Waters 
of Clinch River," was surveyed for one John Shelton and, on the 
16th of the same month and year, another tract of 1,000 acres was 
surveyed for Shelton on a "Branch of Clinch'River." Thomas 
Lewis was then surveyor of Augusta County, but the surveying of 
these two tracts was done by Colonel John Buchanan, as deputy for 
Lewis. The "Crabapple Orchard" tract is the same boundary, 
which Bickley, in his History of Tazewell County, published in 
1862, says was occupied in 1768 by two hunters, Butler and Carr; 
and that Butler sold it to Thomas Witten in 1771. The 1,000 acre 
tract was, no doubt, also on Plum Creek; and a part of the lands 
afterward owned by the sons of Thomas Witten, a goodly portion 
of which is still possessed by their descendants. 

In  the spring of 1760, Dr. Walker organized an exploring party 
at his home in Albemarle County to further explore the Virginia 
territory west of New River. This was done, apparently, for the 
purpose of discovering choice lands to be located for the Loyal 
Company, and to select desirable places for settlements. Dr. 
Walker kept a record of the route followed by him and the daily 
performances of the expedition. Walker's journal shows that no 
effort was made by him, or by any one of his party, to survey lands 
during the expedition; and that they traveled every day, except 
whe,n prevented by inclement weatller or while resting on the Sail- 
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batli, until the journey was completed. The first paragraph of the 
journal reads thus: "Having on tlie 12th of December last been 
employed for a certain consideration to go to the westward in order 
to discover a proper place for a settlement, I left my home on the 
6th clay of March, 1749-'60, in company with Amhro~e Powell. 
Willian~ Tomlinson. C'olt~y Cllew. Henry Lawless 81 John Huglieu. 
h:acli man lied a I~orsc and we had two to carry the baggage; I 
lodged this night at ('01. .loslliia IJry's, in the Allw.marle, whicli 
county incl~itles tlir Cliief of the Iiead Branc.lics of James River 
on tllc east side of tlie Blue Ridge." 

Historians and investigators have been so (.onfused by the 
peculiar entry in Dr. Walker's journal, "the 6th day of hiarch, 
1719-'60," that they Iiave been unable to determine whether it meant 
hlnrrh 6th 1749, or bIarch 6th, 1760. However, it has been gener- 
ally accepted that he started on his expedition the 6th day of hiarch, 
1760. Tliis, I btlicvc, is correct. There is one very prominent fact 
whicli shows that Dr. Wnlker and his companions began their 
journey on tlie (it11 of March. 1760.. The "Loyal Company," in 
whose interest tlie expedition was made, did not secure its grant for 
tlie 800,000 acres until tlie 12th of July, 1749. The company would 
hardly have started out an exploring party and promised its agent, 
Dr. Walker, a valuable consideration, previous to receiving the 
prant. At that period the Hritish Government was anxious to 
extend tlie frontit.rs of Virginia as far west and north as possible, 
to bloc~k tllc ad\ances that were being made south from the lakes 
ant1 east from tile 3lississippi by tlie French. To  that end large 
grants of lancl ~ c r e  given to individuals and companies who would 
agree to solicbit and secure settlers on tlie frontiers. In pursuance 
of this polic-y, the governor and r o ~ ~ n r i l  of Virginia, on tlie 12th day 
of July, 17.N. granted to tlie "Ohio Company" 600,000 acres of 
land anti to the "Loyal Company" 800,000 acres. The "Oliio Corn- 
pany" waq to locate its surveys soutll of tlie Oliio River, and, as 
previously stated. tlie Loyal Company was to take up its lands north 
of t11c Sort11 Carolina line and west of the Allcgl~nny hfountains. 

This put two strong, rival compnniev in tlie field. both being 
c.omn~erc-ial or financial mterprist-s. Tllougli there was a vast 
~lncxplorrd region available to entry t)y the rival conlpanies, cacli 
ina~lifested eagerness to get first in tlie field witli exploring and 
surveying parties. l'llc Ollio Company engaged the services of 
Cliri \ topl~c~ Gist. a Marj lander and a noted surveyor. as tlieir agent. 
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He was instructed to hasten with a corps of men to the country 
bordering on the Ohio, now West Virginia and Kentucky, and search 
for choice lands along t l ~ e  Ohio River and other tributaries of tlie 
hLississippi. His instructions were very ample and urgent; but 
Gist did not start with his expedition until some time in October, 
1760. From this it will be seen that the Walker party started out 
seven months in advance of the Gist expedition. These facts sub- 
stantially prove that Walker made his second explorations in South- 
west Virginia, in 1760; and it is certainly true that the first surveys 
in this section for the Loyal Company were made during that year. 

Persons who are familiar with the geography of Virginia, and 
especially of the Southwest portion of the Stat . ,  can, by inspecting 
Dr. Walker's journal, easily trace the route pursued by his party 
until they reached Cumberland Gap. From Walker's home, in 
Albemarle County, they traveled through the present counties of 
Nelson and Amlierst to the James River, and crossed that stream 
at or near wliere Lyncliburg is now located on the 12th of March. 
On the morning of the 13th, Dr. Walker says, in his journal: "We 
went early to William CalloWay1s and supplied ourselves with Rum. 
Thread and other necessaries & from tl~ence took the main Wagon 
Road leading to Wood's or t l ~ e  New River. I t  is not well cleared 
or heaten yet, but will be a very good one wit11 proper management." 
I t  seems that tlie 1)octor and l~ i s  companions t l ~ o ~ i g l ~ t  Rum a n e w s  
sary article to be taken on the trip. and he, a physician. mentioned 
it as t l ~ e  first of tlie necessaries. T l ~ r y  then traveled on througl~ 
Buford's Valley, just east of tl1.8 Blur Ridge, rrossrd tlmt mountain 
at Buford's Gap, pronouncing " t l~e ascrnt ancl descent is so easy 
that a stranger would not know wllen lie crossed tlie Ridge." The 
autlior crossed t l ~ e  "Ridge" at this point in tlie fall of 1868, and 
can affirm that Dr. Walker's statrment as to t l ~ e  character of the 
pass is very accurate. After crossing the Ridge the party entered 
the Roanoke Valley at or near Ransacks, and from tliere went to 
the "Great Lick on a Branch of the Staunton." The Roanoke River 
was then called the Staunton. as it was a trihntary of the Staunton 
River. At the Great Lick tliey bougllt corn for their horses from 
Michael Campbell; and then proceeded up the river to a point above 
Salem, where Walker saps they "Lodged at James Robinson's, the 
only place where they had corn to spare." Tl~ence they followed 
the stream "to William Englisl~e's." This was William Ingles, who 
had then settled at  Draper's Meadows, and whose family and 
descendants in a few years became tragically associated with the 
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history of Southwest Virginia and Tazewell County. Evidently the 
Upper Roanoke Valley was then attracting many Scotch-Irish set- 
tlers from Pennsylvania and the Shenandoah Valley. 

Leaving the home of Ingles, the Walker party passed down the 
Allegheny Mountains, crossed New River at, or near, the point 
where William Ingles afterwards built n fort, and on the west side 
of the river came in contact with a small colony of Dunkards, who 
had recently settled at a place which is still known as "Dunkard's 
Bottom." NTalker and his company remained several days as the 
guests of this I~umble Christian people; and then moved on, by 
way of Reed Creek. towards the Holston Valley. On the night of 
the 22nd of March they camped a t  a large spring "about five miles 
below Davis' Bottom on Holston River." This is, no doubt, the 
large spring at the northeast end of hiarion, Virginia, near the pns- 
senger station of the Norfolk and Western Railway, and now the 
property of that company. 

The following day. the 23rd of hiarch, they traveled down the 
Middle Fork of Holston River about four miles and again went 
into camp; and Dr. \Valkrr wrote in his journal that day: "hIr. 
Powell and I went to look for Samuel Stalnaker, who I had bern 
informed had moved out to settle. R e  found his Camp and returned 
to O I I ~  own in the Evening. Tlie following day (the 24th) he entered 
in 11is journal: "We went to Stalnaker's, helped him to raise his house 
and Camped about a quarter of a mile below him. In  April, 1748, 
I met the above mentioned Stalnaker between the Reedy Creek 
Settlement and Holston Hivrr, on his way to the Cherokee Indians, 
and expected him to pilot me as far as he knew, but his affairs 
would not permit him to go with me." 

I t  is wonderful how in those primitive days persons traveling 
through an almost pathless wilderness, could, in some way, learn 
that a bold pioneer had plunged into the wilds, with axe and rifle, 
to build a home for himself and family. Stalnaker had already cut 
and prepared the logs for his rude dwelling when lFTalker and 11is 
party came upon tile scene and helped him "to raise his house." 
That was the first "house-raising" that oc:-nrred in the Holston 
Valley. T l ~ e  exact location of Stalnaker's home has never been 
ascertained, but could not have been very far from Seven Mile Ford, 
and was near the place where Cliarles Sinclair joined Colonel Pat- 
ton and Dr. Walker in 1748. Of the future history of this man 
Stalnaker very little is known. Summers, in his valuable history 
of Southwest Virginia, says: 
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"On the 29th of July, 1766, a Council of War assembled a t  
Staunton, by direction of the Governor of Virginia, to determine a t  
what points forts should be built along the frontiers for the protec- 
tion of the settlers. 

"The Council was composed of Colonel John Buchanan, Samuel 
Stalnaker and others, of which Council Wm. Preston acted as clerk. 
There can be no doubt that Captain Samuel Stalnaker represented 
the Holston settlement and that it was a t  his request that the stock- 
ade fort was built a t  Dunkards' Bottom, on New River, and at 
Davis' Bottom, a t  the headwaters of the Middle Fork of Holston 
River." 

I t  appears that a party of Indians made a hostile visit to the 
Upper Holston Valley in June, 1765, and made Samuel Stalnaker 
a prisoner, but he escaped from the savages. I n  a register of tlie 
persons killed by the Indians in this foray the names of Adam Stal- 
naker and Mrs. Stalnaker appear. They were the wife and son of 
Samuel Stalnaker. 

But to return to Dr. Walker and his exploring party. On the 
26th of March, twenty days after starting from Albemarle County, 
they separated from Samuel Stalnaker, and saw no more settlers 
until their remarkable circuit journey was almost completed. While 
going up a creek that is a branch of the Greenbrier River, about 
noon, July 7th, Dr. Walker notes in his journal, "6 men overtook 
us and informed us we were only 8 miles from the inhabitants on 
a Branch of James River called Jackson's River." From Stal- 
naker's settlement, then the farthest w a t  in Southwest Virginia, 
they traveled "nigh west" to a large spring on a Branch of the 
north fork of Holston. Thence they went to Reedy Creek and down 
that creek to the Holston River. There they found an elm tree of 
such immense size that curiosity prompted them to measure its 
girth; A d  they found i t  was 26 feet in circumference. They 
crossed the North Fork of the Holston a t  a ford about a half mile 
above where the North and the South Fork come together. From 
that point they traveled a nortl~west course, crossed over Clinch 
Mountain, and got to Clinch River near tlie present Sneedsville, in 
Hancock County, Tennessee. This was on the 9th of April, and Dr.  
Walker states in his journal: "We travelled to a river, which I 
suppose to be that which the hunters Call Clinche's River, from one 
Clinch a Hunter, who first found it." 

From "Clinches River" they continued their journey toward Cum- 
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bcrland Gap: which seemed to be their objective. o n  the route 
pursued they passed over and along a number of streams, some of 
which had alrendy been given names; but by whom, when and why 
they were so named Dr. Walker did not state as he did about 
"Clinclie's River." The 11th of April he wrote in his journal, "We 
came to Turkey Creek, wliicli we kept down 4 miles;" and on the 
12t11, after crossing over a certain mountain Ile made a note: 
"Froin tlris mountain we rode 4 miles to Beargrass River." M'liile 
traveling up this river he found "some small pieces of coal and a 
great plenty of very good yellow flint, and added: "The water is 
the most transparent I ever saw. I t  is about 70 yds. wide." Sum- 
mers says: "On the 12th day of April they reached Powell's river, 
ten miles from Cumberland Gap. I t  is well to note a t  this point tliat 
Ambrose Powell, one of Dr. Walker's companions, rut his name 
upon a tree on the bank of tliis river, wliicli name and tree were 
found in tlie year I770 by a party of fifteen or twenty Virginians 
on their way to Kentucky on a hunting expedition, from wliich cir- 
cumstance the Virginia Long Hunters gave it the name of Powell's 
river, whicli it still retains." Tli~rs the stream whicli Dr. Walker 
called Reargrass River, had its name changed to Powell's River. 

On the 13th of April, five weeks after leaving his liome in 
All~emarle County, Dr. Walker with his company arrived at Cum- 
1)erland Gap, and in liis journal called it "Cave Gap." Some of tlie 
llistorians who have written about the expedition hold tliat this was 
the first exploring party that reached the gap; and tliat it was on 
tliis occasion that Dr. Walker gave tlie name, "Cumberland," to - 

the gap, tlie mountain, and the river that now bear the name. Dr. 
Hale, in Iiis "Trans-Allegllany Pioneers," and L. P. Summers, in his 
"History of Soirtl~nest Virginia." accept this claim as true; and 
it is possit~le that quitc a number of writers Iiave, snccessively. 
followed euc.11 otller to tliat conc-lusion. Theodore Roosevelt in 
his "Winning of tlie \Vest says: "One explorer Iiad found and 
n a n d  tlie Crimherland river and mountains and tlie great pass called 
C11m1)rrland Gap." This explorer hIr. Roosevelt says was Dr. 
Thomas Walker of Virginia. Hut Roosevelt states in this conner- 
tion tliat Walker Irad \]ern to the Cumberland region in 1748, at the 
time Colonel Tllomas I.. Preston and others Iiave saitl. that Colonel 
,Jamc.s Patton. along with Dr. Walker, Jolln Riit*llanan and others 
disc.overetI tllr (;a11 and nametl it for tlie Duke of Cumberland. 
Colonel Preston based Ilis claim upon information he received by 
tradition, that came down to him tlirough two preceding generations 
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of tlie descendants of Cliarles Campbell and Colonel John Buclianan, 
who were nitli Colonel Patton and Dr. Walker in tlieir expedition 
of 1748. Colonel Preston was a descendant of Campbell and Bueli 
anan, his motlier being tlie granddaughter of Cl~arles Campbell and 
the great-granddaughter of Colonel Buchanan. Therefore, Colonel 
Preston's information was as substantially correct as any can be 
that is derived from tradition. When this is reinforced by the 
admission thnt Walker had visited the Cumberland region in 17.k8 
with Colonel Patton, it makes the contention that Colonel Patton 
discovered and named Cumberland Gap very hard to overtliron. 

On the other hand, there is very strong supporting evidence in 
Walker's Journal of the position taken by the historians afore- 
mentioned, that Dr. Thomas Walker named it Cumberland Gap. 
He  passed through the gap, which he then called "Cave Gap," on 
the 18th of April, 1760, and entered Kentucky, for the first time, as 
there is no claim that the Patton expedition went through the gap 
or over the Cumberland Mountains in 1748. After passing through 
the gap, Dr. M'alker says, in liis journal: "On the North West 
side we came to a Branch that made a great deal of flat land. We 
kept down it 2 miles, several other branches coming in to make it a 
large creek, and we called it Flat Creek. We camped on the Bank, 
where we found very good Coal." 

On the 14th they traveled down the creek, "6 miles chiefly along 
the Indian Road." The 16th was Easter Sunday, but that lioly 
day was not observed by tlie explorers, as tliey continued their 
journey for n reason assigned by Dr. Wnlker in his journal: "Being 
in bad grounds for our Horses we moved 7 miles along tlie Indian 
Road to Clover Creek. Clover and Hop Vines are plenty Iiere." 
I t  is known tliat the common red clover is indigenous to tliis country, 
but the hop vine is still pronounced a doubtful native of North 
America. If tllew two valuable plants were growing a "plenty" in 
a Kentucky wilderness, \r l~e r r  white men liad never dwelt and wllere 
no recent a1)original in11el)itants Iiad been even trmporarily 1oc.att-(1. 
how did tllr e lovc~ anti tlir Iiops get tlirrr? 

I t  rainrd the I(itli and tlir party remained in camp, t11r Iiorses, 
no doubt, feasting on tlw c-lovrr. 011 the 17th it still rained, and 
Dr. Walker relater: " I  went clown tlir Creek a liunting and found 
that it went into a Rivrr aln>ut a rnilr htlow our <:amp. This, which 
is Flat Creek and some otllrrr joinrtl, 1 called Cumberland River." 

It  looks very ln1lc11 likc Dr. Fi'a1kt.r I~ad  ronclrldrd to give narnes 
to important streams, passrs and other landn~arks tliat he found 
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while on his exploring tour; and is conclusive evidence that he was 
the first to name the river the Cumberland. But i t  does not definitely 
settle the disputcd question of who gave the name to Cumberland 
Gap. This, however, is an inconsequential matter, and one can 
take either side of tlie controversy witliout detracting from the 
fame of either Colonel Patton or Dr. Walker. What they, each, 

accomplished in thc way of exploring thc regions west of tlie Alle- 
ghenies, and introducing settlers into this marvelously rich territory, 
will cause their names to be honored as long as the people of Soutli- 
west Virginia, West Virginia and Kentucky retain any interest in 
the local liistory of tlieir immediate country. 

Having discovered the Cumberland River, Dr. Walker on the 
18th of April began to explore the river, moving along and down it, 
on the south side thereof, a distance of seventeen miles. On the 2ls t  
of April they determined to cross to the north side of the river, 
and built a bark canoe to  get their baggage over. On the 22nd, 
which was the Sabbath, one of the horses was unable to walk; 
and Dr. Walker proposed that he and two others should continue 
the exploration, and the balance of the company remain in camp 
until they returned. Ambrose Powell and Colbey Chew were selected 
for Walker's companions. The entire party crossed the river to 
the north side; and Walker, Powell and Chew started down the 
Cumberland. They traveled about 36 miles and tlien returned to 
the camp. After breaking camp on the 31st of April, Walker and his 
companions continued to explore the country west and north of the 
Cumberland hiountains. Though Dr. Walker was a skilled sur- 
veyor, for some reason, lie failed to make any note in his journal of 
tlie courses they followed; and, consequently, it is almost impossible 
for any one, though familiar with the section of country traveled, 
to follow the meanderings of the party. H e  continued to give names 
to the ncw streams he discovered, naming one for each of his three 
associate explorers, Powell, Tomlinson and Lawless. 

Sometime in hlay, not definitely stated in his journal, Dr. 
Walker and his party changed tlieir course to the east, and 
crossed the Cumberland hiountain into the present territory of 
Virginia, leaving what is now Kentucky. At what point they enterea 
this State is not certainly known, being merely conjectural; and i t  
is impossible to even approximately fix the devious course followed 
by tlie expedition previous to its arrival on the west bank of New 
River, just below the mouth of the Greenbrier. The most reason- 
able conclusion is, that on the journey from the Cumberland region, 


